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T he	Information	Management	System	for	Mine	Action	 is	a	globally	used	and	 internationally	 accepted	 da-








All	 U.N.	 mine-action	 offices	 and	 Opera-
tions	 and	 Quality	 Assurance	 Officers	 in	
Sudan	 are	 equipped	 with	 an	 IMSMA	 sys-
tem	 capable	 of	 receiving,	 analysing	 and	
displaying	many	types	of	data	ranging	from	
minefield	 locations,	 clearance	 operations	
and	 mine-risk	 education	 activities	 to	 agri-
cultural	development	plans	and	movements	
of	 internally	 displaced	 persons.	 Following	
the	successful	establishment	of	an	IMSMA	
facility	at	the	United	Nations	Mine	Action	
Office	 in	 Khartoum	 in	 April	 2002,	 the	
Northern	 Regional	 Mine	 Action	 Office	 in	
Kadugli	 in	August	2002	and	 the	Southern	
Regional	 Mine	 Action	 Office	 in	 Juba	 in	
March	2003,	 a	 substantial	 amount	of	data	
concerning	 suspected	 and	 actual	 mined	
areas,	 mined	 roads	 and	 landmine	 victims	
was	 collected	and	entered.	A	 large	 amount	
of	information	on	clearance	operations,	un-
exploded	 ordnance	 locations,	 ammunition	
dumps	 and	 the	 opening	 of	 roads	 has	 been	
collected	 and	 recorded	during	 the	 last	 two	
years	of	operations.
Subsequent	 correlation	 and	 analysis	 of	
the	information	demonstrate	how	the	land-
mine	threat	 in	Sudan	has	a	significant	and	




Mine-action	 operations	 in	 Sudan	 have	




ity	 assurance,	 victim	 assistance	 and	 MRE	
were	 designed	 in-country.	 Some	 of	 these	
tools	 have	 been	 shared	 with	 other	 coun-
tries	 such	 as	 Afghanistan,	 Sri	 Lanka	 and	
Mozambique.	 The	 data	 captured	 has	 en-
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hanced	 the	 information	flow	and	 increased	
the	pace	of	the	mine-action	activities.
The	 information-management	 policy	
document,1	 specifically	 tailored	 to	 the	 na-
ture	of	Sudanese	mine-action	operations,	is	
a	 document	 supporting	 the	 systematic	 and	
methodological	 procedures	 of	 information	
management	in	the	mine-action	programme.	
This	 document	 explains	 the	 modules	 used	
in	IMSMA	and	its	supportive	tools,	the	in-




A	 training	 curriculum	 for	 the	 opera-
tional	use	of	IMSMA	has	been	developed	for	




IMSMA	 is	 used	 in	 Sudan	 as	 an	 actual	






great	 changes	 in	 the	 information	 flow	 and	
reporting	 procedures.	 IMSMA	 is	 widely	
used	 within	 the	 programme	 in	 day-to-day	
operational	 activities,	 planning	 and	 other	
management	issues.
All	 mine-action	 offices	 in	 Sudan	 can	
produce	 IMSMA	 output,	 such	 as	 maps,	









International	 Organization	 for	 Migration,	
the	 U.N.	 Joint	 Logistics	 Centre	 and	 the	
U.N.	 Commission	 on	 Human	 Rights	 to	
develop	 a	 common	 system	 (not	 IMSMA,	
but	 compatible	 with	 it)	 that	 can	 facilitate	
integrated	 planning	 for	 humanitarian	 in-






























T he	 Mine	 Action	 Support	 Group	meets	 four	 times	 a	 year	 to	 facili-tate	discussion	between	donors	and	
U.N.	 mine-action	 partners.	 The	 MASG	
has	27	members	and	invites	representatives	





States	 chaired	 the	 group	 in	 2006	 and	 will	
continue	to	do	so	through	2007.
Developments in UNMAS Programs 
Afghanistan.	 Over	 the	 summer,	 an	
excess	 of	 6.5	 million	 square	 meters	 (1,606	
acres)	 of	 minefields	 and	 29	 million	 square	







and	 630	 million	 square	 meters	 (155,676	
acres)	 of	 former	 battlefields	 surveyed,	 and	
369	 million	 square	 meters	 (91,181	 acres)	
of	 minefields	 and	 753	 million	 square	 me-
ters	 (186,070	 acres)	 of	 former	 battlefields	
cleared.	Under	the	supervision	of	21	quality-
management	 teams	 directed	 by	 the	 United	
Nations	Mine	Action	Centre	for	Afghanistan,	
125	 manual-clearance	 teams,	 44	 mechani-
cal	 teams,	 33	 mine-dog	 groups,	 76	 survey	
teams	 and	 60	 explosive-ordnance-disposal	
teams	implemented	this	work.	Ninety	mine-	
risk-education	 teams	 operate	 nationally	
including	community-	and	clinic-based	per-
sonnel,	 mobile	 cinemas	 and	 encashment	
centers,	 and	 from	 January	 to	 September	
2006	the	teams	reached	over	720,000	peo-
ple	 in	 direct	 campaigns.	 As	 of	 September	
30,	 2006,	 there	 were	 over	 360	 persons	
Mine Action Support Group Update
excerpted	by	Stacy	Davis	[	United	States	Department	of	State	]
This article contains excerpts from the United Nations’ third quarterly newsletter, which highlights 
the activities of the Mine Action Support Group from July to September 2006, including 
updates from the United Nations Mine Action Service, the United Nations Development 
Programme and UNICEF.1




operations	 in	 the	 south	 and	 east	 disrupted	
both	by	security	incidents	and	Afghan	and	in-
ternational	 military	 force	 operations.	 Mine-
action	teams	and	personnel	have	suffered	a	
number	of	direct	 attacks,	 including	hijack-
ings,	 thefts	 and	 kidnappings.	 UNMACA	
continues	 to	monitor	 the	 security	 situation	

















southern	 Lebanon,	 mainly	 in	 the	 form	 of	
unexploded	cluster	bomblets	and	submuni-
tions,	 with	 more	 limited	 contamination	 in	
other	parts	of	the	country.	The	U.N.	Mine	
Action	 Team	 invoked	 the	 Inter-agency	
Rapid	 Response	 Plan	 to	 support	 Lebanese	
authorities	(namely	the	National	Demining	
Office)	 in	 addressing	 clearance	 and	 mine-








the	 Mine	 Action	 Team	 utilized	 the	 Mine	










Risk	 Education	 Steering	 Committee,	 with	
support	 from	 UNICEF,	 launched	 a	 mass-




2006,	 770	 individual	 cluster-bomb-strike	
sites	 have	 been	 identified.	 Reported	 casu-
alties	total	126,	with	18	killed	and	108	in-
jured,	 mostly	 from	 cluster	 submunitions.	
Two	of	the	dead	and	38	of	the	injured	were	
under	 the	 age	of	18.	The	Lebanese	Armed	
Forces,	 Mines	 Advisory	 Group,	 BACTEC	
International	 Limited	 and	 the	 Swedish	
Rescue	 Services	 Agency	 are	 undertaking	
clearance	 operations.	 Over	 40,000	 clus-
ter	 bomblets	 and	 submunitions	 have	 been	
destroyed	 from	 September	 1–28,	 2006.2	




contracting	 BACTEC	 to	 clear	 the	 remain-
ing	pre-2000	minefields	near	Nabatiya	and	
ArmorGroup	 to	 address	 a	 large	 number	 of	
the	cluster-strike	sites.	
Donor	 response	 has	 been	 very	 encour-
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